*r. 62             JEREMIAD

abdication, Mr. Churchill left the field with dignity.
For there was no controversy now; and after fare-
wells at Fort Belvedere he turned with perfect loyalty
to the new reign and to " a King and Queen " (as he
wrote) "upon whose success British hopes are
centred and British fortunes in no small measure
depend."

But the episode had left its mark upon his pros-
pects. For his intervention sharply depressed the
rising scale of Mr. Churchill's fortunes, and the sad
transaction gave Mr. Baldwin a new lease of life.
A colleague stated proudly that nothing had inter-
ested the Prime Minister so much for years; and
Mr. Churchill testified that " by his resolute and dex-
terous management of the abdication Mr. Baldwin
regained at a bound the authority and regard which
he had lost since the General Election. Indeed, a
new vigour seemed to animate him. Physically as
well as politically, he walked with decided step . . ."
But this renewal of his powers and prestige ensured
a further prolongation of his half-hearted ordering of
international affairs and national defence, for which
the price was to be paid in full by his successor and
by all his fellow-countrymen; while Mr. Churchill's
temporary eclipse, attributable to his honest advocacy
of a straightforward course in circumstances of great
difficulty, postponed to a more distant future his
inevitable return to office. Without the tragedy of
1936 it might, perhaps, have come a good deal
earlier; and in that event a firmer touch must have
informed Britain's policy, a smarter pace accelerated
her halting preparations for defence.
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